
A 

Analyze:  to examine or think about something carefully, in order to understand it 

Apply:     to use what you have learned for some purpose 

Appraise:  to judge how successful, effective, or valuable something is 

Assess:  to make a judgment about someone or something after thinking carefully about it 

C 

Calculate:  to figure out an answer using numbers or facts 

Categorize:  to put people or things into groups based on some sort of shared (or common) trait or 

quality 

Classify:  to decide what group something belongs to 

Collect:  to bring different objects or pieces of information together in one place 

Combine:  to put two or more things together in such a way that they exist and work together  

Compare:  to examine or explain how things are alike or different 

Compile:  to make something by collecting or bringing together different objects or pieces of 

information  

Compose:   to organize or combine pieces of information together into a written product or an 

illustration 

Contrast:  to observe two or more things and explain how different they are from each other 

Convert:  to change something into a different form of thing, or to change it so that it can be used for a 

different purpose or in a different way 

Create:  to make something new, to invent something 

Criticize:  to explain the good and bad qualities of a person, object or idea 

D 

Deduce:   to use the information you have to figure out something new or understand something better 

Defend:  to explain why a particular idea or point of view is right 

Define:  to describe something correctly and thoroughly, and to explain how it is different from other 

things 



Demonstrate:  to show how to do something;  to show or prove something 

Design:  to make a drawing or plan of something that will be made or built 

Devise:  to figure out a new way to do something 

Diagram:  to draw a picture that shows the parts of something or how something works 

Differentiate:  to explain how two or more things are different 

Discover:  to find or learn something you did not know about before 

Distinguish:  to see and understand how two or more things are different 

E 

Estimate:  to make a good guess that is close to the actual number, size, speed, etc… of something  

Evaluate:  to judge or decide how good, useful, or successful something is 

Examine:  to look at something carefully and thoroughly to learn more about it 

Experiment:  to use different ideas or methods to see how well they work;  to do a scientific test to see 

if an idea will work or to get more information 

H 

Hypothesize:  to make a good guess about something that has not yet proven to be true 

I 

Identify:  to correctly name something or someone;  to recognize or discover something  

Illustrate:  to draw a picture; to explain something by giving examples 

Inspect:  to look at something carefully to find out more about it, to make sure it is working properly or 

is of good enough quality 

Interpret:  to explain the meaning of something  

J 

Judge:  to form an opinion on how useful or valuable something is or whether it is right or wrong 

Justify:  to give reasons why an idea or opinion is correct 

L 

Label:  to write information on a picture or diagram 



List:  to write things one after another 

M 

Manipulate:  to touch or change something in order to understand it better or to see how it works 

Measure:  to use standard units (meters, grams, etc..) to find out how long, heavy, etc…something is 

Modify:  to make small changes to something to improve it 

O 

Organize:  to arrange information or objects in a particular order 

P 

Paraphrase:  to retell something using different words or in a shorter way  

Plan:  to think carefully about how something you want to do and decide how and when you will do it  

Predict:  to make a guess about what will happen in the future, before it happens 

Q 

Quote:  to repeat exactly what someone else has said or written 

R 

Rate:  to judge how good or valuable something is  

Recall:  to remember a person, event or fact 

Recognize:  to know someone or something because you saw, heard, or learned it in the past 

Record:  to write down, film, or store in a computer, information or measurements for future use  

Relate:  to tell about an event or to explain how two things are connected   

Report:  to tell someone information or what has been happening  

Revise:  to make changes based on new information or ideas 

S 

Score: to use numbers to judge how good or valuable something is 

Select:  to choose carefully 

Solve:  to find a way to deal with a problem 



State:  to formally write or say an opinion or information 

Summarize:  to briefly explain the most important information but not the details  

Support:  to present proof or evidence to show your opinions or ideas are correct 

V 

Value:  to figure out how much something is worth by comparing it with similar things 

Visualize:  to form a picture of something in your mind 

 




